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Introduction 

The Chain of Ponds Collaboration Group is a network of organisations working together to transform 
the Moonee Ponds Creek into an iconic waterway with high social and environmental benefits. 

The 2018 Chain of Ponds Plan1 for the Creek acknowledges that the identity and visibility of the 
Moonee Ponds Creek is currently low, with many people lamenting the current anonymity of the 
Creek within the urban environment. The Plan suggests the need to provide a linear park along the 
Creek corridor, with ‘a strong, unique and distinctive identity that transforms a disparate and 
fragmented collection of smaller parks and open spaces into a single, identifiable and strong urban 
park that links inner Melbourne to its outer fringe’. 

Such an approach requires coordination across multiple landowners and stakeholders to ensure that 
a single and strong identity for the linear park emerges that transcends public land manager 
boundaries and that has connectivity as a uniting theme. The Collaboration Group is well suited, 
then, to develop advice to guide the public land managers along the Creek corridor. 

Connectivity for the Moonee Ponds Creek corridor involves physical, natural and social aspects. 

Physical connectivity includes trails; transport; access into, along and across the corridor; links with 
other open spaces; and, of course, formation of a linear park. A subset of physical connectivity is 
visual, encompassing viewlines and viewsheds along the Creek. Signage and lighting would 
contribute to visual connectivity. 

Natural connectivity includes ecological and biolinks along the Creek corridor, the overarching 
natural connectivity being the waterway itself. 

Social connectivity includes links with neighbourhoods and social hubs and with established suburbs 
and emerging urban development, for passive and active recreation and recognition of cultural 
heritage. Recognition of cultural heritage includes engagement with the Traditional Custodians, the 
Wurundjeri, to determine opportunities for public land management projects. 

These Guidelines advocate the following principles for connectivity along the Creek corridor: 

• Honour the waterway. 

• Provide a sense of place. 

• Establish a cohesive character and identity. 

• Promote physical (including visual), natural and social connectivity. 

• Respect cultural heritage. 

• Respect all users. 
  

                                                 
1 Chain of Ponds – Moonee Ponds Creek Plan. Melbourne Water, Moonee Valley City Council, Moreland City 
Council, 2018. 



Moonee Ponds Creek Corridor Trails, Transport and Connectivity Principles and Design Guidelines 

 2 

To facilitate connectivity and a sense of cohesive character, identity and respect along the Moonee 
Ponds Creek corridor, the Chain of Ponds Collaboration Group is proposing this document as 
guidelines for public realm land managers. It provides guidance and recommendations for a linear 
park, covering transport and access, design features (including signage, lighting and park furniture), 
strategic physical and biolinks, and how cultural heritage can be recognised and incorporated.  

Landscape design has been excluded because this has been well covered in a variety of other 
documents, most recently the Chain of Ponds Plan and Moonee Ponds Creek Strategic Opportunities 
Plan2. However, guiding principles relating to natural connectivity are referred to. 

 

The intention is that these guidelines should inform decisions by local councils (Melbourne, Moonee 
Valley, Moreland and Hume), Melbourne Water, Parks Victoria and other agencies as the public 
realm managers along the Creek (e.g. Victorian Planning Authority, Transurban). The guidelines will 
enable the development of a consistent public realm environment for the Creek corridor. They will 
be complementary to the detailed design advice already available in councils and other agencies (e.g. 
lighting policy, play strategy, urban design guidelines and open space strategy). 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
2 Moonee Ponds Creek Strategic Opportunities Plan, City of Melbourne, 2019. 
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Background to the Guidelines 

The Moonee Ponds Creek corridor and catchment need to meet physical, natural and social 
connectivity objectives. The Creek course of 36 kilometres is a time slice through the growth of 
Melbourne, from early development in West Melbourne, to the middle suburbs of Moonee Ponds 
and Strathmore, and later to Broadmeadows and Green Wedge farmland. Highly modified, especially 
where it now shares its valley with CityLink, and with extensive concrete channelisation, the Creek 
connects major drainage and transport infrastructure. The Moonee Ponds Creek Trail makes most of 
the Creek corridor accessible for people; and proposals, projects and opportunities are emerging to 
improve transport and access, environmental values, open space, art and Traditional Custodian 
cultural heritage.  

The main Moonee Ponds Creek Trail shared user path and the less formal tracks often on the 
opposite bank each need connectivity improvements, gap filling, cross-creek connections and 
linkages to other transport routes. It can be difficult to balance the safe and peaceful coexistence of 
commuter and recreational cyclists, pedestrians, families and dog walkers because of the limited 
space available in the linear corridor and a lack of clear, consistent guidelines for shared path users. 

The Creek corridor encompasses many, often disparate, parks, reserves and other open spaces. 
Connectivity improvements are needed to link these open spaces, through both informal and formal 
transport links and through biolinks and with the Creek linear park. There are many open space and 
biodiversity strategies within councils and agencies to draw upon to achieve this. 

Signage is a unifying feature for connectivity – both directional and interpretative. There have been 
some recent improvements in directional signage; however, there is a deficit in interpretative 
signage. The Chain of Ponds Collaboration seeks a design element that will become a unifying feature 
of all signage along the trails and links in the Creek corridor – with signage itself being consistent with 
individual councils and Melbourne Water requirements.  

The Chain of Ponds Collaboration also advocates for consistency in provision of other connectivity 
features, such as park furniture (drinking fountains, seating and rubbish bins), scenic stops, public 
toilets, linkages to picnic/barbecue areas and playgrounds.  

A strong artwork policy would be a complementing aspect to connectivity. Connectivity needs to be 
re-established with the cultural heritage of the Wurundjeri Traditional Custodians. A recent example 
was the creation of a rock circle, a gathering place, at the confluence of the main Moonee Ponds 
Creek and tributary Five Mile Creek. Recognition and incorporation of Wurundjeri cultural history of 
the Creek should be a priority as part of the linear park. 

Social and cultural connectivity has been enhanced in other ways, through practice of local artists 
across artforms. For example, the book Blue Lake by David Sornig tells of early social history at the 
lower, estuarine end of the Creek, and the musical duo Orb Weavers compose and sing about the 
Creek. Both of these examples are a result of State Library residencies.  

Connectivity along the Creek also relates to planning, and the Creek’s role in providing open space 
must be an integral part of urban planning, such as the urban renewal areas of Arden, Macaulay and 
E-Gate. Encroachment by road infrastructure or domination by single-solution drainage construction 
must not further compromise the environmental values and social connectedness of the Creek. 
Connectivity starts with honouring the water flows and seeking environmental solutions that respect 
hydrological requirements but allow the Creek’s waters to more naturally rest and nourish the 
landscape.  
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Moonee Ponds Creek Linear Park 

The Chain of Ponds Plan3 suggests the need to provide a linear park along the Creek corridor,  
with ‘a strong, unique and distinctive identity that transforms a disparate and fragmented 

collection of smaller parks and open spaces into a single, identifiable and strong urban  
park that links inner Melbourne to its outer fringe’. 

The Moonee Ponds Creek runs for approximately 35 kilometres from its source above Greenvale to 
its junction with the Yarra River at Docklands. Thus, it runs from peri-rural areas through extensive 
urbanised suburbs to inner urban areas with former industrial and rail uses, the latter now subject to 
urban renewal redevelopment and further freeway infrastructure. 

There has long been a call for a linear park along the length of the Creek. Today, a wider view is 
taken, which includes adjoining open spaces along the corridor that would contribute to a wider 
‘regional parklands’. The Chain of Ponds Collaboration offers the opportunity for the many and 
varied open spaces along the Creek corridor to be brought together with a joint understanding of 
shared principles. 

Planning perspective 

The Creek corridor comes under numerous jurisdictions for ownership, management and control, 
including municipal councils, government departments and agencies, and other organisations. The 
Creek corridor is subject to a myriad of planning controls as set out in the Echelon report prepared 
for Moreland City Council4. The State Government’s Waterways of the West project, currently 
underway, may attempt to add another legislative layer in regard to the whole waterway or corridor. 

One way to implement connectivity principles is to introduce an overarching Design and 
Development Overlay (DDO) for the whole Creek – which could come out of the Waterways of the 
West project and in which connectivity would be a major objective. 

Many of the responsible authorities and agencies already have strategies, policies and guidelines to 
protect and enhance the quality of their open spaces and waterways. A Moonee Ponds Creek ‘linear 
parklands’ would encompass such guidelines and build on them through an overarching Design and 
Development Overlay. 

Connectivity principles for a linear park 

In a ‘linear parklands’, the many, disparate open spaces along the Creek corridor would retain their 
own municipal, agency or organisation identity, but would be subject to connectivity principles. 

• Physical connectivity includes trails and transport along the Creek corridor; access into, along 
and across the corridor; and links with other open spaces and other transport nodes. 

• Visual connectivity is a subset of physical connectivity that encompasses viewlines and 
viewsheds along the Creek. Signage and lighting would be contributors. 

                                                 
3 Chain of Ponds – Moonee Ponds Creek Plan. Melbourne Water, Moonee Valley City Council, Moreland City 
Council, 2018. 
4 Moonee Ponds Creek Design Guidelines and Opportunities Assessment report, prepared for Moreland City 
Council by Echelon Planning, 2019. 



Moonee Ponds Creek Corridor Trails, Transport and Connectivity Principles and Design Guidelines 

 5 

• Natural connectivity includes ecological and biolinkages along the Creek corridor and 
enhancing biodiversity and habitat; the overarching natural connectivity is provided by the 
waterway itself. 

• Social connectivity includes links with neighbourhoods and social hubs, for passive and active 
recreation and recognition of cultural heritage. 

The call for a linear parklands along the Creek corridor must include proactively increasing the 
quantity and quality of open space along the corridor, given forecast population increases in 
Melbourne and the need to cater for the population’s open space needs as well as provide enhanced 
protection for flora and fauna, biodiversity and habitat.  

Amenity principles for a linear park 

Noise 

Noise is singled out as a significant factor that detrimentally impacts on the quality of open space 
along the Creek corridor, on its recreational use and on habitat and biodiversity values. Noise 
predominantly comes from CityLink and the Tullamarine Freeway, which run down a large section of 
the Creek corridor.  

Current State Government guidelines5 do not protect open space from noise impacts from road 
traffic noise; nor are there any limits for night-time noise. Freeway noise walls are only installed to 
reduce noise impact on residential and other sensitive-use areas. Noise walls also constitute 
significant visual and physical barriers within the Creek corridor.  

Noise guidelines: 

• Minimise impacts of road traffic noise on open space through advocacy for upgraded 
regulations and legislation and introduction of effective noise mitigation measures. 

• Develop alternative road traffic noise mitigation measures, including noise wall design, that 
offer greater habitat benefit along the Creek corridor. 

• Investigate vegetated noise walls, which could reduce vehicle emission pollution within the 
Creek environs. 

Light 

Light spill from artificial light sources arises from freeway and road infrastructure, but also from 
sports facilities and commercial centres, and sometimes from parks, reserves and trail paths. It is 
being increasingly shown that, excessive light detrimentally impacts on habitat and biodiversity. 
Unlike noise, light spill has some regulatory guidelines depending on the purpose. 

Detailed lighting guidelines are provided under Elements – Lighting. 

Overshadowing from built structures, including from existing freeway and road infrastructure, should 
be factored in when designing trail and open space improvements to avoid undesirable amenity 
impacts.  

  

                                                 
5 VicRoads Traffic Noise Reduction Policy, 2005. 
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Visual 

Infrastructure in the form of freeway and road infrastructure as well as built structures along the 
Creek corridor can impact on sightlines, viewsheds and overall visual amenity. 

Visual guidelines: 

• Mitigate visual impact of freeway infrastructure, including noise walls, through better design 
and use of vegetation. Retrospectively improve visual aesthetics of freeway, road and other 
infrastructure where possible. 

• Avoid signage clutter and over-use of park furniture. 

• Create and protect viewlines and viewsheds along the Creek corridor through appropriate 
landscaping. 

Safety 

A sense of safety contributes to the amenity of a linear park for users. A sense of safety depends on 
multiple facets of the linear park, such as path design and construction, lighting, viewlines and 
signage. 

 

 

Example of view line unobstructed by infrastructure, Essendon 
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Elements 

The Chain of Ponds Collaboration advocates for consistency in the provision of many elements along 
the Creek corridor that involve its trails, transport and overall connectivity. Such elements include 
signage, park furniture (drinking fountains, seating, rubbish bins and bicycle racks), scenic stops, 
public toilets and linkages to picnic/barbecue areas and playgrounds. The following guidelines outline 
the various elements and their important considerations. 

Signage 

Signage is a unifying feature for connectivity – both directional and interpretative. It is a key to the 
usability of the Creek corridor and helps to create a sense of place – along trails or in open space 
areas, part of the wider corridor. Ideally, to keep a consistent style, a Signage Design Template or 
Style Guide would be adopted by all organisations along the Creek corridor. However, it is recognised 
that individual organisations already have signage policies and templates, so the following guidelines 
provide advice on how authorities can strive for some consistency, while still following their own set 
of design requirements. The Chain of Ponds Collaboration further recommends that a ‘signature’ 
Chain of Ponds design element or logo be incorporated wherever possible. 

Design principles 

• Use existing standard signage sizes to save on manufacturing costs (e.g. single or double 
street name blade sign). 

• Create a signature branding/Moonee Ponds Creek/Chain of Ponds logo to put on all signs. 

• Work with councils and stakeholders to rationalise the connections between signage types. 

• Use directional or wayfinding signage either with agreed Chain of Ponds template or with 
council/Melbourne Water/agency design. 

  Chain of Ponds template: 
 

– Directional signage with a distance in metres or kilometres to next or preceding suburb or 
destination. Can include two locations (with different distances) on the same sign. 

– Consistent colour palette. 
– Agreed font type and sizing. 
– Space for council or agency logo. 
– Space for Moonee Ponds Creek ‘signature’ element/logo. 
– Option to include pictograms (as per Australian Standard AS 1742). 
    

 
Example of directional signage 
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Council/Melbourne Water/agency design: 

– Install ‘Moonee Ponds Creek’ (or signature design element/logo) sign topper above
Council, Melbourne Water or agency signage.

– Recommended colour palette.
– Consistent naming convention.
– Distances to be measured in kilometres or metres as appropriate.

Example of sign topper 

• Interpretive signage:

– There are greater options for flexibility because signage size, scale and information will
vary with location; however, councils, Melbourne Water or agencies may already have
standard sign formats.

– Create consistency, with one or more edges of the sign having
the same text/Chain of Ponds logo.

– Consistent colour palette.

– Agreed font type and sizing.

– Signage to be easy to maintain (especially regarding graffiti).

– Quick Response (QR) codes could provide greater
information/interactivity (website hosting will need to be
considered).

Examples of interpretive signage on the Moonee Ponds Creek (left and centre) and 
other waterways (right) 
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• Regulatory and warning signage (existing
and new) should meet relevant standards
and be clearly displayed as appropriate.

• Behavioural signage (e.g. pedestrian priority
and dogs on lead) is important to create a
sense of responsibility for the users. For
example:

– dog walkers must have their dogs on a
controllable leash on or near a shared
path. It is strongly recommended that
‘Dogs on Lead’ or ‘Dogs on Leash’ stencils
be painted on the shared path along its
entire length, every 100 metres and at
designated entry points

– cyclists must warn of their approach by
ringing their bell (effective sound level),
have effective front and rear lights and
ride at safe speeds on shared paths

– people are encouraged to dispose of
rubbish responsibly through signage on
bins.

Signage locations 

Signage locations should include: 

• directional signage at sites away from the
shared trail, in adjacent residential or
commercial areas, directing people to the
shared trails

• directional signage at intersections along the
trail

• directional signage to facilities such as public
toilets within 300 metres of the linear park,
and nearby parks away from the shared path

• interpretative signage at locations dictated
by points of interest (noting that this should
ensure no gatherings of people that impact
on users of the shared path)

• wayfinding signage; for example, on bridges,
to indicate to pedestrians and cyclists what
road they are passing, and also on roads to
make drivers aware that the Creek is below

• behavioural signage positioned to ensure
safe and responsible use of trails, paths,
parks and other open spaces.

Maribyrnong River Trail Shared Path stencil 

Moonee Ponds Creek Shared Path stencil 

Darebin Trail sign, City of Banyule 
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Lighting 

Public lighting along the Moonee Ponds Creek corridor should be consistent with public safety but 
should move towards zero carbon emissions and ‘dark sky’ conditions to protect biodiversity and 
habitat. 

Example of public path lighting 

Principles 

• Generally, lighting should only be provided at key locations along the Creek, such as bridges
and crossings where night-time access is required to connect across the Creek valley.

• Lighting should be ‘dark sky’ friendly, i.e. minimising glare, light spill and sky glow to avoid
disturbance to wildlife and other ecosystems.

• In winter, where the shared path has a high level of commuter use after dark, it may be
appropriate to provide light for a short period after dusk. However, the intent is to minimise
lighting along the whole trail to limit biodiversity and habitat impacts. Furthermore, many
parts of the Creek remain isolated and poorly connected; lighting in these areas may create
an unrealistic sense of safety for users.

• Where lighting is considered to be appropriate:

– reduce sky glow and spill light (stray light) in accordance with AS/NZ4282:2019 – Control
of the obtrusive effects of outdoor lighting

– good fixture design together with smart lighting designs will minimise waste of energy
and light

– reduce the effects on nearby residents and sensitive uses by introducing curfew hours
(e.g. operate from dusk until 10 pm).

• Lighting should be consistent with all councils’ related plans, policies and strategies.
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Light types 

The types of lights will need to adhere to current Australian standards. These are outlined in the 
following box. 

Resting places, scenic stops and gathering spaces 

Resting places are places along the corridor where individuals or small groups of people can pause 
and enjoy the Creek environment.  

• Resting places could include scenic lookouts over the Creek, viewsheds and bird hides for
bird watching. These areas will primarily consist of seating.

• The Chain of Ponds Plan suggests typical spacing of 400 metres with sites accommodating
1–4 people.

Gathering spaces are places along the Creek corridor and linear park where people can gather for 
formal and informal events, such as birthday parties, picnics, barbecues and gatherings.  

• Gathering spaces are typically located where there is sufficient space, often in local parks or
reserves. These spaces may include shelters, seating and tables, barbecues, water fountains,
rubbish bins and bike racks. They could also include rock circles – spaces that can bring
cultural practices more into focus.

• The Chain of Ponds Plan suggests typical spacing of 1 kilometre for such spaces with sites
accommodating 4–20 people.

• In most places along the Creek, people should be encouraged to carry out their rubbish.
However, rubbish bins should be provided at gathering spaces and at entrances and areas
where people are likely to sit and consume food or drink.

Current technical notes and guidelines 

• LED puck JSB fixtures and rail system (bridges and boardwalks areas) operated by
off-grid solar system.

• 3000K or 4000K, depending on the habitat open space area 4000K is preferred.
However, in areas of habitat, 3000K can be adopted; because of the warmer colour,
this light emit less at the blue end of the spectrum, thus reducing potential impacts
on wildlife and fauna within the habitat open space.

• Leadsun 5.5 metre pole and sensor LED asymmetric fixture, 4000K or 3000K

• Lighting designs – to be in line with the public land manager’s urban design
guidelines; although, all managers should aim for the following acceptable
distribution light types.

Australian Standards – Recommended AS1158.3.1 – Light to Category P4 
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Play spaces 

The Chain of Ponds Plan suggests there is an opportunity for a connected series of play spaces and 
play opportunities along the Creek corridor that explore the theme of water and nature. These play 
spaces should not be generic, constructed facilities, but should build on the existing natural features 
along the Creek to allow children to interact with natural elements and materials.  

• The Chain of Ponds Plan suggests typical spacing of 2 kilometres with sites accommodating
1–50 people.

• Play spaces in adjoining parks, reserves and other open spaces can also contribute to the
overall provision of play spaces in the wider Creek corridor environment.

Park furniture and fixtures 

The aim should be to achieve a consistency in design and location of park furniture and fixtures along 
the Creek corridor and for the linear park.  

Park furniture and fixtures will include seating, tables, barbecues, water fountains, bike hoops or 
racks, bike repair stations, rubbish bins, fences, handrails and balustrading. It could also include 
shelters and structures for looking out over water. 

Park furniture could also be located in nearby parks, at scenic stops and resting places as well as 
other open spaces.  

An aim should also be to identify where there are gaps in terms of park furniture and fixtures along 
the Creek corridor. 

It has been suggested in the Chain of Ponds Plan that a Linear Park Infrastructure Manual and Style 
Guide should be developed with a suite of unique and identifiable park furniture. However, such a 
recommendation does not take account of the different procurement and design standards in each 
public land management authority. Instead, the following guidelines provide advice on how 
authorities can strive for a consistent set of design details and an approach for determining where 
park furniture is located, that can be used across the Creek corridor, without specifying the technical 
details.  

Principles 

• Affirm the identity of the Creek corridor and specifically the linear park through park
furniture and fixtures.

• Achieve a consistent set of design details and locations for park furniture and fixtures, where
possible.

General design and location 

• Park furniture requirements vary according to the purpose of the places throughout the
linear park and wider Creek corridor.

• Furniture placement should take into account distance from shared paths to avoid gatherings
blocking path access or impacting on path users.

• Furniture elements should be grouped rather than scattered along a distance.

• Fixtures should be deployed only where required; do not over supply.
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• Park furniture design should:

– use sustainable materials

– use high-quality design and craftsmanship

– be fit for purpose

– be locally built.

Seating 

Seating is an important consideration at resting places, scenic stops and gathering places along the 
Creek corridor, including the linear park. 

• Moreland6, Melbourne and Hume Councils detail that park seats have backrests and arm
rests. This generally similar design provides an opportunity to adopt a broadly similar design
along the Creek corridor. At present, it appears that Hume and Moreland use the same
standard park seat. A seat similar to this is encouraged. However, it is noted that benches
without backrests and square platforms also allow people to sit both ways (e.g. for sun or the
view). They are also good for children or having a break or picnic.

• There are other ways to provide seating, such as incorporating seating with an art installation
(cf. Travancore Park); using suitable rocks around a ‘gathering circle’ (cf. Five Mile Creek);
and using large logs on the ground for informal seating, where appropriate, as well for as
habitat.

• Along the Moonee Ponds Creek corridor, seating should generally be positioned facing, or at
least part facing, the waterway (as opposed to having a person’s back to the waterway).
Seating should be positioned to take advantage of summer shade, winter sun and interesting
views.

Example of a square platform and large log seating 

6 Moreland Typical Furniture Layout for Parks B110.02. 
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Drinking fountains 

Drinking fountains are an important element for public convenience, health and wellbeing and 
environmental sustainability. 

• Drinking fountains should be placed at regular intervals along major trails and near picnic,
barbecue or playground facilities. They should cater for people using wheelchairs.

• The alignment and location of drinking fountains should be carefully considered to ensure
that they are:

– accessible from all directions

– located far enough from shared paths to prevent interference with the flow of
pedestrians and cyclists

– near lighting (if present) to reduce vandalism.

• Drainage pipes should be connected to passive irrigation or water-sensitive stormwater
systems wherever possible.

• Drinking fountain design can include bottle filling, dog bowl, wildlife bowl and a step for
children (that doesn’t block wheelchair access).

• Currently, the design of drinking fountains is quite different between councils, so this
furniture item offers less opportunity for creating a consistent look along the corridor.

• Councils have options of drinking fountains with dog bowls at ground level. These may also
serve a purpose for wildlife. These fountains are placed primarily in locations where people
walk their dogs and within parks near designated dog off-leash areas.

• At cultural heritage sites, drinking fountain design could be developed with the community
to highlight cultural heritage identity.

Bins 

Rubbish and recycling bins are an important element that encourage all users of the trails, nearby 
parks and other gathering spaces along the Creek corridor to take responsibility for keeping the 
Creek corridor clean. 

• Rubbish bins should be located near service vehicle access points for ease of maintenance.
They should also be at entrances and places where people are likely to sit and consume food
or drink.

• Rubbish bins should be positioned next to recycling bins. Bin surrounds can be custom
designed and most councils use these. A custom bin surround could be designed for all bins
along the Moonee Ponds Creek corridor, which would provide a sense of consistent design
and being in the one connected corridor.

• Bin surrounds could incorporate responsible litter messages.

Bicycle hoops 

• Bicycle hoops should be installed along cycle routes and at cycle destination points.

• Hoops should be installed in groups of two or more.

• Hoops should be installed in asphalt, concrete or other paved surface (not grass).
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• Hoops should not impede pedestrian access along the trails.

• Hoops generally have a consistent look and feel across all areas, so no further design
recommendations are necessary for a consistent look along the Creek corridor.

• Bicycle racks, rather than hoops, may be appropriate at certain locations.

Dogs 

Dog walkers are another group that shares interest in a number of elements along the wider Creek 
corridor, including signage, park facilities, furniture and fixtures. Additionally, particular regulations 
apply to dog walkers. 

• Councils will generally have laws requiring dogs to be on a short leash near paths,
playgrounds and the Creek itself.  It is recommended Councils be consistent in applying laws
that dogs must be on a short leash near shared paths and playgrounds.

Signage should be clear; stencils on paths are recommended (cf. Signage).

• High habitat and biodiversity areas, including the waterway, wetlands and remnant native
vegetation areas, should be mandated as dogs-prohibited or on-leash areas.

• Designated dog off-leash areas should be appropriate for purpose to encourage dogs to
exercise in them.

• Water fountains with dog bowls and dog waste bins should be placed at regular intervals in
areas that get high use by dog walkers. Dog waste bins and dog waste bags should be
positioned alongside litter and recycling bins.

Shared path signage ‘Dogs On Leads’,  
Adapted from Moonee Valley City Council 

 Strathnaver Master Plan 2007 

Car parks 

• Where there is existing car parking within a park or along the Creek corridor, appropriate
water-sensitive urban design tools should be implemented to ensure contaminated run-off is
cleaned before being discharged into the Creek.

• Existing car parks should be integrated into their surrounds through appropriate landscaping
and vegetation measures.

• Generally, car parks should be relocated from the linear park and new car parks should be
prohibited in parkland.
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Access 

Physical connectivity includes trails, transport and access into, along and across the  
Creek corridor with links to and from other open spaces. 

An extremely important role of the Moonee Ponds Creek is to provide physical connectivity through 
inner Melbourne by means of trails, paths and linkages for people and by means of biolinks and the 
waterway itself for wildlife. This section will concentrate on the Creek’s access role. 

The Moonee Ponds Creek Trail offers the major linear path link through the Creek corridor. It is a 
continuous path that is largely unobstructed by roads, intersections and buildings and takes the form 
of a shared user path. Sections of the Moonee Ponds Creek Trail are also part of a Strategic Cycling 
Corridor, which are routes for cyclists that link important destinations such as the Melbourne CBD, 
major activity centres and other key destinations7. 

The quality and configuration of the Trail/shared user path has been the focus of much community 
feedback. Many people have requested improvements to the path and the resolution of conflicts 
between different path users, including cyclists, pedestrians, families and dog walkers. In many 
cases, these conflicts reflect the fact that there is just one main linear trail along the Creek corridor 
and this is subject to space limitations. This leads to overlap and conflict between competing uses: 

Victoria Walks8 ‘has significant reservations regarding the provision of shared paths. 
Generally, slow moving recreational cyclists may be able to share paths with walkers. 
However, walkers may not mix well with commuter or sports cyclists in particular, who 
typically travel at higher speed’. 

With the forecast increases in population, a move away from motor vehicle transport and increased 
commuter and recreational bicycle use, such conflict must be resolved by appropriate means, 
including design, legislation, education and consideration of separate paths (where space allows). 

The Creek corridor provides many other paths, formal and informal, that provide access and linkages 
along and across the corridor – between local neighbourhoods, parks, reserves, scenic points, 
transport nodes etc. The Chain of Ponds Plan shows that a comprehensive path system should be 
established through the development of the Linear Park. The system of paths will necessarily be 
hierarchical according to use and design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this section of the creek, dog walkers often use the gravel path on the left, and 
avoid the right hand side asphalt path which is used by faster moving cyclists.  

                                                 
7 Victorian Cycling Strategy 2018–28, p. 20. 
8 Victoria Walks – Shared Paths – the issues 2015. 
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Design considerations for the Moonee Ponds Creek Trail  

shared path9,1011 

The design considerations listed are a guide and the Australian Guidelines and Australian Standards 
should be reviewed for updated definitive information. 

• Minimum 3.0 metres width; 3.5 metres is the desirable width. 

• Minimal clearance of 1.0 metre from all trees, signs and other objects. 

• 0.3 metres minimum overhead clearance (total minimum height clearance of 2.5 metres). 

• The path surface should preferably be in situ concrete as it is more durable and easier to 
maintain. 

• The path should be designed for continuous riding, minimising the need to slow or stop, 
including for steep gradients, rough surfaces, sharp corners and obscured sight lines. 

• Provide a generous alignment with large radius curves. Gradients on paths should be as low 
as possible, with appropriate crossfall for water run-off. 

• Installation of appropriate drainage solutions to avoid run-off washing onto the path. The 
crossfall where possible should be no greater than 2.5%. 

• Consider personal security of shared path users. 

• Consider lighting at underpasses. 

• Where possible, the shared user path is located out of the flood zone to maintain function 
during peak flows. 

• Establish an on-going maintenance program. 

• Provide access for emergency service vehicles and maintenance vehicles. 

• Include line marking to guide shared path users and reduce conflict. Concrete shared paths 
line marking should consider yellow paint. 

• Installation of fencing at appropriate locations with steep drop-offs (provided the fencing 
does not cause an additional hazard). 

• In locations with minimal clearances and steep drop-offs, fencing should consider 
incorporating smooth features and cyclist deflection rails. 

• Installation of coil logs, mulched beds and other relevant treatments to reduce the amount 
of debris that washes onto the path. 

• Avoid drop-offs from the edge of paths to reduce trip hazards. 

• Consider wayfinding signage at key decision-making points. 

• Consider ‘Dogs on Lead’ decals at appropriate locations. 

  

                                                 
9 Guide to Road Design Part 6A: Paths for Walking and Cycling. Austroads 2017. 
10 VicRoads – Road Design Note 06-14 Pedestrian Fencing 2020. 
11 Chain of Ponds Plan 2018. 
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Bridge connections 

Many walking and cycling bridges currently exist along the Moonee Ponds Creek Trail providing 
connections at:  

Mount Alexander Road, Parkville; Evans Street overpass and Union Street, Brunswick West; Kernan 
Avenue and The Boulevard, Pascoe Vale South; Brosnan Crescent and Talbot Road, Strathmore; 
Avoca Crescent and Peck Avenue, Pascoe Vale; Devereaux Street, Margaret Street and Oak Park 
Tennis Club, Oak Park; Outlook Drive, Glenroy; Adelaide Boulevard, Gowanbrae; Western Ring Road 
path bridge – Jacana wetlands south; Jacana Reserve, Gladstone Park; Grundy Street, Koala Crescent, 
Pascoe Street (to be constructed), Raleigh Street, and Trinity Boulevard, Westmeadows. 

Bridge crossing in Pascoe Vale 

Bridges also provide connections on Yuroke Creek (tributary of Moonee Ponds Creek) at: east of 
Ripplebrook Drive, Broadmeadows; Clare Boulevard, Firth Way and Kirkham Drive, Greenvale; and 
Vista Circuit, Westmeadows. 

Additional bridge connections would provide significant opportunities to increase access along and 
across the whole Moonee Ponds Creek corridor for all users. 

Potential additional bridges crossing the Moonee Ponds Creek Trail have been identified in the Chain 
of Ponds Plan and also proposed by Hume City Council: 

• Debneys Park connecting directly with the Capital City Trail, Flemington 
• connecting Travancore Park to Royal Park, Parkville 
• connecting Ormond Park, Moonee Ponds, and Holbrook Reserve, Brunswick West 
• connecting Vanberg Road and Hopetoun Avenue, Brunswick West 
• Greenbank Crescent to Pascoe Vale Road, Pascoe Vale South 
• crossing the Creek at end of Pascoe St, Westmeadows 
• crossing the Creek, environs Denzil Don Reserve. 

There are also a number of road bridges pedestrians and cyclists can use to cross the Creek. The 
Chain of Ponds Plan recognises the need to investigate widening key road bridge crossings to 
improve conditions for pedestrians and cyclists (e.g. Arden Street and Macaulay Road bridges in 
Kensington/North Melbourne).  
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Arts and cultural heritage 
Arts and culture have the potential to provide a sense of connectivity and  

wholeness to the Creek corridor. 

• Provide opportunities for artwork (e.g. murals and sculptures) to create points of interest 
and a cohesive approach to arts along the Creek corridor, helping to create a sense of a 
connected linear park. 

• Establish an ongoing consultation process with Traditional Owners about proposals along the 
Creek. 

• All cultural heritage proposals should first be consulted on with the Traditional Owners. 

• Consider the design of seats, gathering places etc. as part of visual connectivity by including 
artists in the design process from the start. 

• Indigenous heritage includes culturally and spiritually significant places for past and present 
Aboriginal communities, including stories and traditions. Culture Heritage Management Plans 
are required when a ‘high impact activity’ is planned in an area of ‘cultural heritage 
sensitivity’. These terms are defined in the Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2018. 

• With the consent and approval of Wurundjeri, there is opportunity to tell Wurundjeri stories 
through interpretative signage or artworks. There are opportunities for 
Wurundjeri/Indigenous artists and community-led artworks to connect communities in 
lifelong learning in Wurundjeri Traditional Knowledge (e.g. mourning gardens, astronomical 
sites, scarred trees, murals and interactive sculptures) to create points of interest and a 
cohesive approach to cultural practice along the Creek corridor, helping to create a sense of a 
connected linear park. 

The rock circle in Five Mile Creek Reserve, along the Moonee Ponds Creek is in the 
shape of the eye of Bunjil, the Wedge–tailed Eagle and placed on the gentle slope so 
that when it rains tears form and fall to the creek. The boulders, in groups of threes, 

represent the three clans who met here in the past. 
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• Consider temporary and permanent works: 

– Temporary installations or actions activate a location for a specific period of time. They 
are exploratory and experimental in nature and can have an expected lifespan of 1 day to 
2 years. 

– Temporary works may be further developed into permanent commissions. 

– Permanent works are defined as enduring, site-specific cultural assets, commissioned 
with an expected lifespan of 25 years and minimum lifespan expectations. 

• Note that the City of Melbourne has a Public Art 
Advisory Panel, which can consider unsolicited 
offers of permanent public artworks. This panel 
can consider the artwork based on criteria that 
includes artistic merit and compatibility with the 
Public Art Program vision and Council’s 2014–17 
Arts Strategy. There may be merit in convening a 
similar panel for the Chain of Ponds 
Collaboration partners. 

• Street art is defined as un-commissioned work – 
stencils, paste-ups and murals – and does not 
include graffiti or tagging, which is illegal. Street 
art projects that are too big or significant for an 
artist to deliver independently may be 
commissioned in collaboration with stakeholders 
and in alignment with relevant Graffiti 
Management Plans. The Moonee Ponds Creek 
Trail includes many underpasses and built 
structures that may be appropriate for street art.
  

Arts and culture can also be interactive: 

• Consider interpretive signage for pedestrians to learn about their environment; for example, 
the ‘Murrup Gurrong Yan Spiritual Walk’ signs at Woodlands Historic Park. Signage could 
include elements of flora and fauna. 

• Consider opportunities to provide interpretive cycling tours; for example, in Woodlands 
Historic Park on the history of the homesteads (Cumberland Ruins, Dondonald Ruins and the 
Woodlands Homestead). 

• Consider opportunities to make walking and cycling with children along the Creek corridor 
appealing educational and adventure-filled experiences. 

• Consider opportunities to activate suitable areas of open space for commercial operators (or 
even for free community days or events) to introduce activities outdoors, such as yoga, 
meditation and personal fitness. 

• Consider projects such as ‘River Listening’ – an example of an interdisciplinary collaboration 
designed to explore the creative possibilities of aquatic bioacoustics and the potential for 
new approaches in the conservation of global river systems. The River Listening project, 
developed in collaboration with Leah Barclay and the Australian Rivers Institute, covered four 
Queensland river systems flowing through biosphere reserves. 
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Natural connectivity 

Healthy and valued waterways are integrated with the broader landscape, and  
enhance life and liveability. They connect diverse and thriving communities of plants and  

animals … and engage communities with their environment …12 

Many councils, Melbourne Water and other organisations have prepared comprehensive strategies 
and policies outlining the protection and enhancement of the natural environment along the 
Moonee Ponds Creek corridor. It is not the intention of this document to reiterate the many ways 
that natural connectivity is addressed by those documents. They provide expert guidance for 
ecological connectivity along the Creek, including through the formation of a linear park. The 
waterway itself provides the overarching natural connectivity. Water-sensitive urban design (WSUD) 
projects are increasingly seen as significant contributors to enhancing natural connectivity along the 
Creek. Knowledge of cultural history can also contribute to understanding natural systems along the 
Creek corridor. 

 

 

 

                                                 
12 Healthy Waterways Strategy 2018, Melbourne Water Corporation. 
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References 
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