
From the Chair

JULY 2021 NEWSLETTER

Hi everyone, 

I’m delighted to share that we’ve had 2 gatherings 
with Wurundjeri members over the last month 
and it feels to me like the beginnings of a deeper 
connection and understanding of the creek. Aunty 
Gail Smith and Aunty Julieanne Axford met us in 
the upper catchment in late June, where we walked 
and discussed the ‘missing link’ shared path in 
Greenvale and Wurrundjeri Narrap Team members 
met at Brosnan Cresent, Strathmore to discuss 
the removal of 700 metres of concrete and the 
naturalisation of the creek.  

In the upper catchment, we were welcomed to 
country by Aunty Julieanne and together walked 
the Murrup Gurrong Yan (Spritiual Creek Walk), 
admiring the splendid old river red gums and the 
beauty and calm of this section of the creek. It was 
inspiring to discover and get a glimpse into the 
past and see how the Moonee Ponds Creek looked 
and looks in its natural form.  We look forward 
to many more visits and collaborations with 
Wurrundjeri going forward.

We have a new website (link to chainofponds.
org) to call home for Chain of Ponds news going 
forward and our facebook page is up and running. 
Please share these with your colleagues and if 
you’re not already, join us and get involved in this 
wonderful collaboration.

https://chainfofponds.org
https://www.facebook.com/CoPCollaboration

Pondly,

Rachel Lopes

Chain of Ponds Collaboration Lead Hosted by 
Greater Western Water
rachel.lopes@gww.com.au

Moonee Ponds Creek Improvement 
– Brunswick West/Essendon

The Moonee Ponds Creek improvement project is 
making headway in Brunswick West and Essendon. 
The plan to improve recreational opportunities along 
the creek include the installation of a shared path 
bridge crossing, which will be fully installed by the 
end of the year. In the past weeks the survey set-out 
works and vegetation pruning have been completed, 
and bridge footings will commence soon. 

The bridge itself is largely fabricated and is getting a 
galvanised dip before being finished in black paint. It 
will be delivered to site in large pieces before being 
assembled and craned into position. Once the team 
are onsite, the bridge will take approximately 8 weeks 
to install. Following this, connecting path works and 
revegetation programs will begin. 

Contact: Lori Arthur, Moreland City Council
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Reimagining Your Creek

The exciting Reimagining Moonee Ponds Creek 
project, led by Melbourne Water on behalf of the 
Chain of Ponds Collaboration, aims to transform 
a section of Moonee Ponds Creek  into a more 
natural form. The project aims to create a more 
appealing waterway, activate open space, 
enhance opportunities for recreation along the 
creek, and improve overall waterway health. The 
project will focus on a 700-metre section of the 
most northerly concrete section of the Moonee 
Ponds Creek, in Oak Park and Strathmore.
 
Community Engagement was undertaken in May and 
June this year during which the community was asked 
to provide their insights on what they love about 
this section of Moonee Ponds Creek and surrounds, 
how they currently use the area, and what would 
make them use the area more. Five themes were 
tested during this round of engagement including 
environmental sustainability, accessibility, safety, 
recreation and community connection. These themes 
will be used to inform the development of the designs 
for the creek.
 

While in person engagement was initially planned, 
all face to face engagement had to be cancelled 
due to Victorian government restrictions. To ensure 
the community had adequate time to provide 
their feedback, engagement was extended for an 
extra week. Online Zoom meetings were held on 
2 June and 4 June, with approximately 65 people 
attending the sessions. 212 individual comments 
were received on Melbourne Water’s YourSay 
page, with at least two thirds of these being 
positive and supportive of the project. 

Some of the most popular comments and 
suggestions included converting the concrete 
drain into natural creek, creating separate paths 
for walkers and cyclists to improve safety and 
accessibility, increased lighting along the trail, 
and more recreational space for picnics and BBQ 
areas. The community also expressed a desire to 
be involved in the project, including asking for input 
from local Indigenous communities and involving 
local schools for educational opportunities. More 
detail on the engagement findings can be found 
on the Melbourne Water Your Say Page and will be 
available during phase 2 engagement. 

 
Three potential concept designs are currently 
in development, which will be presented to the 
community for feedback during the next round of 
consultation. This engagement, including online 
engagement sessions and family activities, will occur 
between 9 and 29 August. The YourSay page will 
again collect feedback from the community. 

Contact: Jacqueline Novoselac, Melbourne Water
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Moonee Ponds Creek
Reimagining your

Our Project Partners

More information
Email mooneeponds.creek@melbournewater.com.au  
or visit www.melbournewater.com.au/building-and-
works/projects/reimagining-your-moonee-ponds-creek  
or phone 1800 952 911. TTY 133 677 or Interpreter 131 450.

Scan the QR code  
with your mobile phone  
for direct access to  
project information 

Have your say online or join us at our upcoming engagement sessions  
and fun, family friendly activities. Engagement opens 17–29 May.

Moonee Ponds
Creek Project Area

PASCO
E VALE RO

AD

PASCO
E VALE RO

AD

M
ARG

ARE
T S

TR
EE

T

ET
HEL

 ST
RE

ET

WILLONGA STREET MEL
ISSA STREE

T

MASCOMA STREET

BASS STREET

STRATHMORE

OAK PARK

OAK PARK
RESERVE

LEBANON 
RESERVE

STRATHMORE NORTH
PRIMARY SCHOOL

ESSENDON FIELDS
AIRPORT

MOONEE PONDS CREEK

MOONEE PONDS CREEK

OAK PARK
AQUATIC CENTRE

BROSNAN CRESCEN
T

MAIN STREET

MOONEE PONDS CREEK

Reimagining Your Creek Project Area - Moonee Ponds Creek

MAP NOT TO SCALE

Reimagining Your Creek Project - Moonee Ponds Creek

Tell us why you love to visit  
the Moonee Ponds Creek and  

what’s important to you?
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ESO = Environmental significance overlay 
(Moreland & Hume) 

The Chain of Ponds Collaboration is working 
towards greater protection of the Moonee Ponds 
Creek and surrounds.  The Planning Controls 
Working Group is just one part of this effort, and our 
interest in improving planning controls is to ensure 
better outcomes from developments and planning 
decisions along the waterways. This work aligns 
the State Government’s interest in strengthening 
waterway protection along our waterways through 
the Waterways of the West, the Wilip-gin Birrarung 
murron or Yarra Protection Act and the Integrated 
Water Management (IWM) Forums.
 
The Working Group has reconvened after a pause to 
build upon our earlier work with the Context Analysis 
Report for the Moonee Ponds Creek and our one-
page review Moonee Ponds Catchment Land Use 
Planning Considerations. 
 
Following advocacy from the CoP and Melbourne 
Water, the Waterways of the West (WoW) listed the 
Moonee Ponds Creek as a principal waterway, 
together with the Werribee and Maribyrnong Rivers. 
The WoW have prepared an Action Plan for these 
important waterways of western Melbourne, and 
the Plan is currently under review by the State 
Government, hopefully for release later in the year. 
Key elements of the draft Action Plan included 
greater consideration of cultural heritage values and 
involvement of traditional owners in planning. There 
is also the possibility that interim planning controls 
are introduced through a Significant Landscape 
Overlay (SLO) to improve protection of the waterway. 
The Working Group are supportive of these efforts to 
capture the wide range of values we want to protect.

The Working Group’s position is that we would prefer 
an Environmental Significance Overlay (ESO) due 
to its potential to be an effective planning control 
provision. Moreland City Council introduced ESOs 
for the Merri Creek and Moonee Ponds Creek in 
2006 and revised them in 2014. Moreland is currently 
reviewing this overlay to ensure it is more effective.
 

Strengthening Planning 
Controls & Moreland Environmental 
Significance Overlay

Hume City Council also has an Environmental 
Significance Overlay and has more recently 
collaborated with Melbourne Water to undertake 
a landscape assessment of the waterway values. 
Moonee Valley City Council uses a very simple 
Incorporated Planning Overlay to protect the 
waterway and has recently introduced an 
Environmental Significance Overlay to protect 
significant trees in the municipality. Other planning 
controls that have been used by local governments 
to protect a range of values along the waterways 
include Design and Development Overlays which 
have been introduced in the City of Melbourne. Each 
of these controls all play a slightly different function.
 
Moreland’s current review of its ESOs found a 
number of weaknesses, including that there are very 
few planning permit triggers due to the number of 
exemptions and the limited mapping of adjoining 
private land through the ESOs. This results in 
continued ecological decline, despite the longer 
history of these controls. Additionally, it was found 
that many developments could improve amenity, 
access, vegetation and safety with appropriate 
guidance and decision guidelines. 
 
As a result, Moreland is considering several 
amendments to the ESO. These include (i) adding 
the Westbreen Creek, (ii) adopting a landscape 
approach to the mapping, (iii) including a 5m buffer 
of adjoining properties adjoining waterway parkland, 
(iv) removing current height exemptions for works, (v) 
reinforcing the protection of 30m vegetative and 50m 
open space buffers from the top of embankment 
(where practical), and (vi) extending ESO triggers to 
include fencing and vegetation. 
 
Many of the lessons from Moreland’s ESO review 
provide valuable lessons for improving planning 
controls along the waterway. The Chain of Ponds 
Planning Control’s Working Group will need to 
continue to advocate to DELWP and the Waterways of 
the West to resource and support stronger planning 
controls. We will also advocate for interim ESOs for 
the Moonee Ponds Creek corridor with appropriate 
guidance and decision guidelines.

Contact: Alex English, Moreland City Council
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Upper Moonee Ponds 
Creek Shared Trail – Walk 

A beautiful day for a walk on Country.

The Upper Moonee Ponds Creek Shared Trail Project 
Group couldn’t have asked for a better day for a 
walk in the upper catchment to explore the potential 
starting and finishing point for the trail.

On Thursday 1st July, the Project Group welcomed 
Wurundjeri Elders, Aunty Gail Smith and Aunty 
Julieanne Axford, and members of the community to 
explore the top section of the potential shared trail. 

Starting at the Somerton Road picnic area of 
Woodlands Historic Park, the group completed the 
Murrup Gurrong Yan (Spiritual Creek Walk), winding 
through stunning woodland forest with river red gums 
over six hundred years old, scar trees, kangaroos and 
the eastern barred bandicoots just over the fence. 
The group had lunch together at the old Homestead 
then continued through the park to the old quarry 
site.  Aunty Gail and Aunty Julieanne support the 
development of the trail and have offered some 
fantastic concepts and advice to make it an even 
better experience for the community. We look forward 
to inviting them back when the trail is complete. 

Well done to the Project Group, Parks Victoria and 
community members for all of their great input into 
the project thus far. Matt and Melissa from Thompson 
Berrill Landscape Design are currently in the process 
of incorporating everyone’s ideas into the draft, which 
will be available in the next two to three weeks. 

Contact: Rachel Lopes, Chain of Ponds / Greater 
Western Water
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A new wetland is coming to Westbreen Creek! 
Moreland City Council has commenced the 
construction of a new wetland at Gavin Park in Pascoe 
Vale. The wetland will remove sediment, nutrients and 
other pollutants from stormwater runoff to improve the 
water quality in Moonee Ponds Creek. 

Westbreen Creek is a key tributary of the Moonee 
Ponds Creek in Pascoe Vale, linking significant habitat 
at the Northern Golf Course to the main stem of the 
Moonee Ponds Creek. The potential for improvement 
works along the important habitat corridor were 
identified in the Chain of Ponds Prospectus in 2018 
in line with the Westbreen Creek Conservation and 
Development Plan (endorsed by Moreland Council). 

The project includes catchment of local stormwater 
through a wetland to create more habitat and improve 
water quality along the barrelled section in Gavin Park.  
The project includes earthworks and landscaping to 
create three wetland pools which will filter nutrients 
and pollutants before re-entering the underground 
waterway.  The new wetland will be replanted with 
local indigenous species, improving habitat and 
biodiversity values in the area. Some exotic weedy 
trees will be removed and replaced with local species.  
New paths and a low-level timber boardwalk will 
meander around the completed wetlands.

Funding for the wetland has been made available 
from the Moreland Council Capital Works and 
Melbourne Water Living Rivers Programs.

Contact: Lori Arthur, Morealnd City Council

 

Clown swing from Gavin Park 
will be refurbished and 
relocated to Austin Crescent 
play space.
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Council has recently awarded the contract for construction of the new wetland 
at Gavin Park in Pascoe Vale. The new wetland will remove sediment, nutrients, 
and other pollutants from stormwater runoff to improve water quality in 
Moonee Ponds Creek. The new wetland will be replanted with local indigenous 
species improving habitat and biodiversity values along Westbreen Creek.

 Realignment of the existing concrete path. 

 New picnic tables and drinking fountain.

 Reshaping the grass embankment and 
replacement of the existing treated pine 
vehicle barrier.

 Removal of exotic trees and replacement 
with new indigenous trees.

 Earthworks and landscaping to create three 
wetland pools connected via a planted creek 
channel with some natural rock stabilisation.

 Protection of the existing sewer and the 
large Melbourne Water underground drain.

 Construction of a new low timber boardwalk 
over the wetland outlet while avoiding the 
underground sewer and drainage pipes.

 Protection of existing trees while retaining 
this area for storage of floodwater after 
heavy rainfall.

 Additional indigenous trees to soften the 
interface to rear boundary fencing while 
retaining maintenance access.

 Removal of the playground with the popular 
clown swing repaired, repainted and 
reinstalled to the Austin Crescent play space.
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If you have any questions, please contact:
Lorene Arthur. Natural Resource Management Officer.
Phone: 0403 603 540. Email: larthur@moreland.vic.gov.au

This project has 
been supported 
with funding from
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Getting to Know 
Julie Law

Julie Law is a long-time friend and advocate of the 
Moonee Ponds Creek, and one of the first people 
to be involved in protecting the creek. A local 
resident of the area, Julie became involved when she 
attended community planting days and has since 
fostered a life-long love for the creek and surrounds.
 
Along with her close friend Kim Westcombe, 
Julie has been involved in many aspects of the 
Creek’s protection and re-naturalisation. She was 
instrumental in opposing the Cambridge Gardens 
development, which threatened the nearby wetland. 
 
Julie has fond memories of plantings over the 
years and watching the next generation becoming 
involved. She remembers assisting at a National 
Tree Day event run by Melbourne Water, the 
Moonee Ponds Creek Coordination Committee and 
Hume Council in which primary school children 
planted trees along the Creek’s banks.
 
Julie loves all the varied flora and fauna that 
can be found at Moonee Ponds Creek, but her 
favourites are the old River Red Gums and the Gold 
Dust Wattle. She remembers spotting a Wedge-
tailed Eagle catching a snake in the early 90s and 
marvelling at the many species that live and hunt 
in the area. Her advice is to simply be quiet and 
listen to discover the many animals that call Moonee 
Ponds Creek home.
 

MoU and Strategic 
Conversations

The Chain of Ponds Collaboration has now been 
operating for three years and the time has come 
to review some of the key documents connected to 
the initiative. These include our Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU), our Terms of Reference (ToR) 
and Prospectus. These documents can be found on 
the new Chain of Ponds website: 

https://chainofponds.org

Over the next two months we will reach out to 
all members of the collaboration to hear your 
reflections on the Chain of Ponds journey thus 
far and the key strategic areas we should be 
focusing on in the future. We will be developing the 
framework for the next few years, in line with our 
vision to transform the Moonee Ponds Creek into 
an iconic waterway for Melbourne that provides 
multiple social and environmental benefits.

Stay tuned for more information about this 
opportunity to share your thoughts and strengthen 
our collaboration. We are planning to run a survey 
and one or two workshops in the coming months. 

Contact: Geraldine Plas, Melbourne Water

Additional signage is going to be installed along 
sections of the creek in late January or early 
February, with an exact date yet to be determined. 
This signage will warn of a drop o� from the side of 
the path into the creek, and is intended to prevent 
accidents. Some users of the trail, particularly 
cyclists, have fallen over the side in recent times, 
prompting the need for warning signage to be 
installed.

The success of the signage is curbing accidents 
along this part of the trail will be closely 
monitored. If it does prove adequately successful in 
preventing accidents, other options that could be 
implemented in the future include stencils painted 
on the path as additional warnings. Following this, 
gates could be installed in the future. 
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Introducing Alex English, Open Space Planner at 
Moreland City Council and member of the Chain 
of Ponds Governance Group. Alex has worked 
extensively on sustainable development projects 
and is passionate about local greening and 
improving community health and wellbeing. He has 
been at Moreland CC for five years, where he has 
been involved in urban greening and park planning 
including the creation of six new local parks for the 
community across Moreland. 
 
Alex loves being a part of the Chain of Ponds 
Collaboration and working with committed and 
engaged people towards a common goal. He 
enjoys the collaborative nature of the project and 
the way that the Chain of Ponds Collaboration 
allows people from di�erent organisations to 
work together, implement fantastic actions and 
initiatives, and identify areas for improvement. 
Alex is encouraged by growing community and 
governmental understanding of the importance of 
waterways and catchments within Melbourne, and 
is determined to restore as much of our natural 
waterways as possible. A favourite time for him is 
the final stage of a project, ‘having the community 
come out and share the experience of bringing 
those underground concrete drains back to life, 
seeing water come back to the surface, vegetation 
thriving again.’

Signage along the Creek Getting to know GG 
members: Alex English

As for continued protection and advocating for the 
creek, Julie remembers some wise words. She has 
worked with many people involved in the creek 
over the years and recalls asking one of the council 
officers what the magic wand would be to preserve 
the creek. The answer? “People are the magic 
wand.” Inspiring advice as we continue to work 
towards a better Moonee Ponds Creek for all! 
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